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THAT'S 

r?/ue UP 

THERE KEEPIKJG 
WATCH. THAT'S HIS 
CAMPER. JIM IS 
OVER THERE 
EATIWe. 



THAT'S 
CAROL AWD 
HER DAUGHTER 
SOPHIA SITTIMG 
OJ THE B/*CK 



I'M SO (b\-AC> 

you SA\/EO 

THIS FOR M£. I 
FELT SJAKEO 
WITHOUT 




HE C/*W'T SLEEP /^WVMORE 
UMLE35 HE KMOWS I'M RIGHT 
MEXT TO HIM. WEVER REALLY 
HAD TO SLIP AWAy FROM 
HIM LIKE THAT... I USUALLY 
JUST LIE THERE ANJD 
LOOK AT HIM... 
HE'S-- 




LORI, PLEASE. I 
UMDERSTAMD THE 
CIRCUMSTAMCES. 

you THOUGHT 
ATLAMTA WOULP 
BE SAFER FOR 
CARL. I WOULD-VE 
POME THE SAME 
THIMG- 



THEY 
SAID PEOPLE ' 
WERE GOIMG 
TO STAY AT THE 
HOSPITAL WHEW 
THEY EVACUATED 
US. FROM WHAT 
YOU TOLD A^... 
THEY MUST HAVE 
ABAMDOMED THE 
HOSPITAL LESS 
THAN A WEEK 
AFTER WE 
LEFT. 




I DOM'T EVEM 
THIMK I WOULDVE 
FOUMD THE WAY 
DOWN HERE WITHOUT 
HIM. LET ALOKJE 
SURVIVED AFTER 
WE GOT HERE. 



YOU OD 
WHAT'S RIGHT 
FOR LITTLE 
CARL. I'M JUST 
GLAD SHAME 
WAS AROUMD 
TO HELP you 
GET HERE. 





THIMG 13... MOME OF 
U3 REALLy 5LBBP 
AMyMORE. 500J A3 
WE HEAR OME OF 
THE SHOTS, WE'RE UP 
READy TO DEFEWD 
THIS PLACE. 



WE'VE 
OMty GOT 
TWO GUMS, SHANE'S 
PISTOL AMD DALE'S 

RIFLE... BUT WE'VE 
GOT SHOVELS AROUMD 
THE CAMP THAT WE 
CAM HIT THEM WITH... 
IT'S WORKED SO 
FAR. 





PAST TWO 
DAyS... I'VE 
BEEM SO WORRIED 
ABOUT FIMDIMG yoU 
AND CARL... AND 
GETTING HERE IN 
ONE PIECE.. 




I JUST DOM'T UMDERSTAMD 
WHY WE'RE THE OME3 DaMG 
LMJhlDRY WHILE THEY GO OFF 
>\MD HUMT. ViHEU THISJGS GET 
B/*CK TO MORMAL I WOMDER 
IF WE'LL STILL BE ALLOWED 
TO VOTE. 



I DOM'T KMOW /^BOUT YOU 
BUT I CAN'T SHOOT A GUM... 
I'\/E NJE^/ER EV/EM TRIED. TO 

BE HONJE5T... I WOULDN'T 
TRUST AMY OF THOSE GUYS 
TO WASH MV CLOTHES. RICK 
COULDN'T DO IT WITH A 
WASHIhJG MACHINE... 
HE'D BE LOST 
OUT HERE, 





I THOUGHT I'D T/AKE 
LORI MJD CARL DOWM 
HERE TO HER P/AREMT3 
/AIJD COME BACK. I 
THOUGHT THIS THIMG WOULD 
BE OVER IM A WEEK. I 
DIDM'T WAMT TO EXPLAM 
STOLEM GUMS TO 
THE CAPTAM WHEM 
I GOT BACK. 



WELL... IF you HAD 
SEESJ THE PLACE THE 



WAy X DID... you WOULDW'T 
HAVE BEEM SO WORRIED 
ABOUT THE RULES. I 

DOM'T THIMK IT'LL 
E\/ER BE THE SAME 
AGAM. 






WE JUST HAD OALE'S RIFLE 
AMD My SIDE ARM. SOMEONE 

HAD TO KEEP WATCH WITH 
THE RIFLE AT ALL TIMES... AMD 
IT'S HARD AS HEU TO HUMT 
WITH A PISTOL. 




MAM... WHAT'S UP WITH THAT 
GUy? RISKIMG HIS LIFE EVERy 
DAY TO GET TOILET PAPER 
CANOy BARS? I 
MEAM... IT'S A GREAT HELP, 
AMD HE DIO SAVE My 
LIFE, BUT DAMN... 






WRITE TO US AT: 

THE WALKING DEAD 
C/0 FUNK-O-TRON 
P.O. BOX 54386 
LEXINGTON, KY 40555-4386 

OR 

WALKINGDEAD@FUNK0TR0N.COM 



I'm going to start this one off with a 
clarificaiion of my text piece that ran in issue 1 . In that piece 
I said that I do not consider this to be a horror book. What I meant by that was 
that the book wasn't intended to solely scare the reader. I in no way meant that 
I was embarrassed by the horror genre or that I thought this book was "better" 
than mere horror fiction. I LOVE the horror genre and I embrace it. If this book 
DOES scare you... GREAT... fantastic... Tony^s going above and beyond if that's 
happening. What I was trying to say is that this is a book about a guy's life... 
that happens to feature zombies. As time goes on... there will more than likely 
be entire issues that don't have ANY zombies in them. I hope that doesn't scare 
any of you away. If I've done my job right, you won't even care. I mean... this 
issue only had what? TWO zombies? You didn't even notice did you? 

Another pressing issue that I need to address... no letter from Chris Piers 
this month. Those of you out there who pick up all the books I write (or at least 
some of them) will know that Chris Piers is usually entertaining enough to get 
a letter printing in every one of my books. The thing is... this issue is going to 
press before issue 2 is out. Usually... that means that there are no letter run 
in issue 2 and issue 3 is the first to feature letters and those letters are about 
the first issue. Well... this book has gotten a TON of mail... a TON. WAY more 
than ANY of my other books. And that mail started coming in really early. I 
got the first letter about this book before noon on the Wednesday the first issue 
shipped. It was THAT day I was putting together the letters column for issue 
2 and so I ran all the mail I got on Wednesday in issue 2. One of those letters 
was from Chris Piers... which is why there is no letter from him in this issue. 
But next month... when I run mail about issue 2, we'll have a tetter from him... 
unless he quits writing. 

Now, on to the mail! 

Dear Walking Dead crew, 

I would first like to say that earlier this fall I picked up books 1 and 2 of Battle 
Pope, and as a catholic I have to say these are the most appalling, rude, and hilarious 
comics I have ever had the pleasure to read! Seeing Jesus being groped by a bunch 
of women had me rolling on the floor for days. And the artwork simply enhances the 
action and hilarity. So in short I am fan. So when I heard you guys were making a 
comic based entirely on zombies I knew I had to pick it up. In truth I think I was expect- 
ing something like Battle Pope, a zombie comic full of sick jokes, violence and humor, 
but to my surprise I got something that was entirely different and I have to say I am 
still greatly pleased with the results of your first issue. This series brings back good old 
memories of Romero's Living Dead Series. Where rather than focusing all the attention 
on blowing away the undead (as they tend to do now in recent flicks) you both bring 
back the feelings of humanity, which lie behind the waves of zombies. Small scenes 
like when he collapses after taking the bike really make you understand how horrible 
such a situation would be. So I can only imagine what disturbing depictions we'll see 
in the next issue of The Walking Dead! Keep up the good work guys. 

-Sean 

Like the solicitation says "From the guys behind Battle Pope and Brit 
comes something COMPLETELY different." I'm glad you liked it. Every now and 
then... I get the nankering to do something more serious in tone... this time I 
actually did it. 

Funkotronians, 

I've been a fan of your books since the early Battle Pope days, and I bought 
everything associated with it, hell you even printed my letter. But let me get to the 
point. I just got done reading the first issue of Walking Dead, and let me say, DAMN. 
That was one of the best zombie titles I've read in a while. The writing was great as 
usual, and Tony's art is probably his best to date. I guess what I'm trying to say is I 
can't wait for the next issue, it's going to be a hell of a ride. 

Erik C. Jones 

Hear that Tony? "The writing was great as usual" but Tony's art is only 
"his best to date." HAH! Eat it. Score one for the home team. Glad you liked the 
book Erik. Stick with it, you're in for a hell of a ride. 

I would just like to tell you your comic kicks ass! It's one of the best things I've 
read in a while. Keep up the good work. 
-Allen Melvin 

We plan to, thanks Allen. 

Dead Robert Kirkman, 

I have a question. Why is your new comic in black and white? I like it, the story 
and everything is cool, but why is it in black and white? I usually only like comics in 
colour. No offense, but if I had known that it was going to be in B&W I wouldn't have 
gotten it. Are all the issues going to be B&W or is it just this first issue? 

-Andy 

The Walking Dead being black and white is an artistic decision... just like 
Spielberg and Schindler's List. We feel that it helps accent the subject matter 
and contributes to the over-all mood of the story. Our book aside... some of the 
best comics on the stands these days are black and white... you shouldn't let color 
dictate your comic buying habits. Expand your horizons... there's a whole world 
out there that you're letting pass you by. 

Hi, 

I have just read your wonderful 1st issue of "The Walking Dead," and along with 
Tony Moore's outstanding line work I'm sure it's going to be a success. Since reading 
your letter to the readers at the end of the story I was happy to discover that you also 
have a healthy respect for the genre. I, too grew up with the Romero films, actually I'm 
one of the few who actually got to see "Dawn of the Dead" at the theaters when it was 



initially released 

in its limited run. Being a teen at the 
time, yes I snuck in, something resonated in me that slowly 
developed over the years as I grew older and more well-read. I'm a 
graduate student now at Oklahoma State University, majoring in English 
and writing, and now have the temperament and hopefully the skills to 
appreciate what was scratching at the base of my spine those many years 
ago. It was a fear, a fear of what mankind can become when faced with 
such a terrible adversity. The horror of watching people succumb to their 
more base instincts, or the exaltation when people can rise above their 
stations is what intrigued. The extenuating reaction of how we respond is 
the drama, not the rotting corpses scratching at the door. What scared me 
the most was the thougnt of how quickly civilization can crumble when 
infected from within. The whole social commentary Romero injected in 
his works and what I'm pleased to see you and Tony perpetuating is what 
infected me to appreciate this genre. So here's to you, Robert and Tony, 
thanks for keeping the integrity of the living dead intact and not going for 
the cheap thrills of gratuitous gore. The one aspect of issue 1 that had me 
spellbound was the female zombie bicyclist who lay rotting away as Officer 
Grimes reacts. Deeply tragic and moving at the same time, especially when 
he returns to end her misery or is it? Anyway that scene burned in my mind 
and established to me that the two of you are on the crux creating something 
fantastically engaging. Thanks for your time, and I'm anxiously awaiting 
the rest of the saga. 

Sincerely, 

Patrick Wheeler 

I'm glad people are getting what was going on with the female 
cyclist zombie. That was a tough scene to do with little or no dialogue 
and I think Tony did a swell job portraying the emotions I wanted shown 
there. I'm really trying to play this in as realistic as I can and it's very 
gratifying that you people are responding to it. I have yet to receive a 
"less drama, more comedy... I mean, you guys did BATTLE POPE!" let- 
ter... and for that, I am thankful. 

Hey, I just wanted to say that I really enjoy your comic "The Walking 
Dead." I have a few questions. How long did it lake you to draw it, and not to 
be rude or anything but how much do you make off it? Keep up the good work. 

-JARULES615 

Tony and I have been working a total of eleven years on The 
Walking Dead and have to date made nearly 7.8 million dollars off it. Glad 
you liked the book. 

I read The Walking Dead #1 yesterday. I'm a bit of a freak for zombies 
and stuff, so I picked it up at the store this week. I really didn't know what to 
expect, but I knew the art looked fantastic so it'd be good for that at least. 

This has the potential to be a great comic, it's got sort of a Preacher vibe 
going on. The art is amazing, and reminds me ever-so-slightly of Steve Dillon 
(who is one of my favorite artists of all time), and the hero is on a mission that's 
not exactly defined. There are other parallels too, but that's not the reason I'm 
writing this. The Walking Dead definitely has a feel all it's own. 

Rick Grimes is a strong character, and I'm really looking forward to him 
getting to Atlanta. I've got a sneaking suspicion that it won't go too well for some 
strange reason. ;) Also, I hope we "haven't seen the last of Morgan Jones and 
Duane. I don't know how you guys did it, but I actually care about what happens 
to these characters. One issue in... damn. 

Great art (love the gray tones!), a promising premise, strong characteriza- 
tion... yup, I'll be buying this for the long haul. I'm a little embarrassed that I didn't 
preorder it. I'll be sure not to make that mistake on future issues. 

-Jim Clarke 

Don't sweat the preorder thing... you came around in the end. Though, 
from now on I hope you make it a habit of informing your retailer ahead of 
time that you would like an issue set aside for you. These guys carry the 
weight of the industry on their backs, it's the LEAST we can do to let them 
know when they have a guaranteed sale. Oh, and thanks for the Preacher 
comparison, that's a favorite around these parts. The Jones' will appear in 
the book again, I promise. It may be a while though. 

Hi I just wanted to say that your comic book kicks major a$$ =) just in your 
first issue the story takes on some major depth and feeling. I must say though that 
I was a little skeptical of getting a black and white comic, but I got to say it adds 
something to the book kinda pulls you into the story more. The art is spectacular and 
has a realistic look to it, it goes great with the story. Plus the story's more believable 
than most of the other zombie things I've seen on screen. Oh, and by the way don't 
bother going to see House of The Dead compared to your guys' book it was the most 
stupidest thing ever made. The Walking Dead has it beat 100 to 1 . 

Eagerly awaiting the next issue 

Paul Orosco 

Only 100 to 1? From what I've heard (I've yet to seethe movie) that's an 
insult! All joking aside, I'm glad you didn't let the black and whiteness of the 
book hold you back. I can understand it when people say they dislike flat black 
and white art, with no tones. For some, I can see how that mignt look unfinished, 
and yeah... that's a matter of opinion. But what Tony's doing on this book is more 
detailed and painstakingly labored over than MANY color books. The detail is 
there... it's just not in full color. I personally prefer the interiors to the covers. I 



think Tony's work looks WAY better in gray 
tones... or at least as good. I'm glad you agree. 

■Robert & Tony 

First of all, I very seldom write letters to a comic. But after reading Walking Dead no.1 , 
■l have to say, WHOA, and I'm definitely on board for the second issue. It Is obvious that both of 
lyou are very talented. Rick Grimes Is an Intrigulnp character and the book reminded me quite 
la few times of the recent film, 28 Days Later. Which Is not a bad thing. :) I realize that this Is a 
■little bit nit-plcky but while I found the rest of the book to be enjoyable, I found the sex scene in 

Ithe preview in the back to be well, out of place. However I don't know If that was your choice 

Ito put that In there or Image. Anyway, keep up the good work and you may hear from me again 

Isoon 

Sincerely, 
Andrew Rootz 

Sex scene? Yeah... I don't know WHO wrote THAT crap but I'd rather it NOT be in 
Ithe back of any of my books from now on. Heh. I see what you're saying. Previewing 
■ my other new book, "Cloudfall" was probably not the best idea. Oh, well...1ive and learn. 
Ilt's really not a smut book... you should all go out and pick up a copy! Oh... and thanks 
Ifor mentioning 28 days later... Tm not the least bit sick of that comparison.... sigh. For 
Ithe record... and at the risk of coming off like sour grapes... this book was planned to 
Icome out in March but Image wanted to hold back until October so it could get a push 
I with "Horror Month." Had things gone according to plan, this book would have been out 
ImONTHS before the American release of 28 Days Later and would have been EXACTLY 
■the same as it is now. And yeah... it was out in Great Britain before then... but I've never 
■been over there! I wouldn't have seen it! Anyway... for the record, I LOVE that movie. I 
■think it's great. It set out to do a lot of what I want to do in this comic. The difference 
lis it had 2 hours and I've got as many issues as I WANT!! Three years from now... the 
Icomparisons will be a distant memory... as long as sales hold. Oh... that will be a grand 
■time indeed! 

I Hey there, 

I just wanted to drop a line concerning the first Issue. I'd seen It commented upon on 
■the Millarworld message boards but I just really, really wanted to know: are the similarities 
■between the start of the first Issue and the movie 28 Days Later Intentional or simply colncl- 
Idental? 

See, I first picked up Brit and really enjoyed it, so when I saw the ad for Walking Dead 
■at the end, I was really looking fonwara to it and then when I got my hands on It, and read 
■those first scenes, I was a bit disappointed. However, I read the whole book and just really 
■enjoyed It despite the surface similarities to 28 Days Later. I'm eager to see where the book 
lis going and hope It starts to explore some new directions In the zombie genre. 
Cheers lads for an Interesting first Issue, can't wait for number 2. 
Jas. 

See above... while I go hang myself. 

■ hey Robert and Tony. 
I read the first issue of Walking Dead today and I have to say it looks pretty promising... 

■even If the zombie genre Is pretty tapped out at this point. Rob's writing Is great as usual (did 
ll mention I'm a big fan?) and I love Tony's art (a little Erik Larson-esque in places, which Is 
■never a bad thing). I was a bit disappointed at first that the art was B&W, but having thought 

■ about It, I think it works in conveying the sombre, grim tone of the story. Plus, you can be 
las gory and disgusting as you like in B&W without grossing readers out. 
I Out of curiosity, the opening sequence of Rick In hospital reminded me a lot of the 
■second scene In Danny Boyle's excellent 28 Days Later where Jim wakes up In a deserted 
■London hospital. Have you seen the movie and was this an homage of sorts? 

Anyway, the comic's great and I look forward to reading issue two. 
Cheers, 
Dann Lennard 

God had some extra "Ns" tying around that day hmmm? Yeah... the black and 
■ white thing does help out the gore and keep it from getting too graphic... I hadn't 
|thought of that. And yeah... Danny Boyle can kiss my ass. 

I'm really looking forward to your new book. 
Awesome artwork; story; a perfect filler for any lover of Romero movies. 
Paul Nunes 

Yeah, see... I'm ripping on Romero... not Danny Boyle. I mean... have some respect 
■for the classics. If this book is anything... it's a love letter to George Romero... to 
■make up for all those nasty letters I've sent him demanding that he get off his ass 
land make the fourth Dead film. 

Ipobert, 

My name Is Rhonda. I wanted to respond to your request with thoughts about your comic 
■"The Walking Dead". 

n This story Is full of Irony. My husband and myself were in Comic book World In Florence, 
Iky. He was looking for something else to read In addition to his usually list. I saw a copy 
■of your comic book and thought it would be right up his alley. I pointed it out, he looked 
■It over and decided to give it a try. 

I We came back home to Dry Ridge, KY; which happens to be In Grant County. After he 
■ read the book, he suggested that I take a look at it. 

I I was a bit surprised to say the least when on the first page you have Grant County In the 
■book. I stated out loud "Hang on a sec here, where is this guy from?". My husband then 
■flipped a few pages and showed me Cynthlana Police Station. When I saw that, I knew 
■that you had to have come from close by. 

1 My husband went on doing a few other things and I read. I finally got to the page 
■where you were asking for thoughts and feelings aoout the book. When T looked at the 
■address and saw Lexington, KY, I laughed out loud. I pointed this out to my husband, he 
■then asked me If there was really a Harrison Memorial Hospital. I said probably, I know 
■we have a Harrison County. 

1 I informed my husband that I was going to write to you and share our funny little 
■story with you. This book was bought by sneer luck. And you are writing about our little 
|corner of the world. It makes me proud to know this. 

As to your story, you have hit the nail on the head with where you are going with 
hhis, based on this story and your comments about what you were trying to accomplish. 
I My husband, two kids and myself love scary movies with lots of details. But you have 
■touched on about the only thing that in any way ruffles my husband. The kids are easy to 
■spook. Must love the thought process of figuring out what is next. But Roger has always 
|been a Zombie person. 

We are looking forward to the next Issue. 
Thank you for your time, 
Rhonda Moore 

Yeah, the idea to actually set the geographically in our 
■stomping grounds was something t thought would be fun. Of course... I didn't 
■actually check to see if there WAS a prison in Grant County. I figured most 
■people wouldn't even notice and to be honest I think you and your husband were 
■the only ones. As you can see now, we don't STAY in Kentucky but I'm sure 
■we'll go back eventually. Oh, and Harrison County is where Cynthiana is and 
■Harrison Memorial is in Cynthiana. That's where Tony and I went to high school. 
■That rinky dink paper there should do a story on us... it couldn't hurt to have the 
■locals behind us. 



■Well Mr. Kirkman, It would appear that you have a noteworthy bit of work here. 
I I own and operate a comic store In the bustling Metr opolis of^ 
■Toronto. So, you can obviously Ima gine the, 
■number of comics L 



see. That! 
point Is of course mutually exclusive I 
of the fact that I am In Toronto, that was merely a geographical I 
quantifier. I 
At any rate, I do not read every book that comes In to my store. That Is | 
by choice and by necessity. I do not have time for such a self-Indulgence. 

Having said that, I also am not much one for black and white comics. As I 
you are acutely aware, comics ARE a visual medium, and B+W tends not to catch | 
my eye. 

Of course all of this Is moot here. Your latest endeavour has blown all of I 
my self-Induced barriers by showing me a NEW B+W comic that Is right up there I 
with the best of them. 

My short-list of books to read on a regular basis just got a bit longer. 

Thanks a bunch 

Daryl C. Colllson 

3rd Quadrant Comics 

Cool, man... it's always good to hear about a retailer that is getting I 
behind a book. I'm glad you liked it... in spite of its lack of color. I hope by I 
now, after seeing the third issue, you realize it's for the better. 

Robert and Tony, 

Just bought and read the first Issue of your comic The Walking Dead and I 
I had to tell you that I thought It was great. I've considered myself a real zombie I 
fan for life, ever since I watched Night of the Living Dead when I was six. I have I 
dedicated my life to buying pretty everything that I see with the words zombie or I 
walking dead on It. As I was reading your comic I was thinking that this comic Is I 
really tne movie that I have been waiting to see since the last "Romero movie Day! 
was released. I think that you guys have nailed It when It comes to a story that a I 
lot of zombie fans have been craving. I am looking forward to your next issue and 1 1 
wish you guys a very long run. 

Best of Luck 

Michael Pascarella 

P.S. 

What Is the story with the female bIke-ridIng zombie? Was that someone | 
that Rick knew or just the first thing that Rick killed and It made him emotional, due I 
to the fact that all of this was happenin " 

Well... the story behind that zombie is that it was probably the most I 
horrific thing Rick had ever seen. The stuff in the hospital was so fast that he I 
probably didn't have time to realize exactly what was happening. This thing, I 
though... was just lying there... trying to eat him... but it had been torn apart so I 
badly that it couldn't move. Rick's got a soft spot for the ladies and this hit him I 
particularly hard. At the end, he returns for the sole purpose of putting it out of I 
its misery before starting his trip to Atlanta to find his wife and son. 

The Walking Dead: 

I saw It was shipping on the diamond website and thought to myself "that's a I 
cool name. I wonder if It's aoout Zombies?" I told my wife about it and bam, we're at I 
the local shop picking up the book. One look at the cover and I about shouted In joy I 
"a zombie book!" and she says two words "get It." 1 

I'm Incredibly excited about this book. Initially my wife says "it's like 28 days I 
later" given the initial hospital scene, but I'm a little more reserved on my judgment, i 
Sure it begins In a hospital, but It quickly ditches that cliche. 

I'm so damn glad that someone Is producing a GOOD zombie book! I have faith I 
you'll capture the Romero Zombie approach rather than the slasher gimmick. Zombie I 
movies and good fiction are about people vs people with zombies In the background. I 
After reading #1 1 feel comfortable with you taking on my favorite monster, (second only I 
to the creature from the black lagoon) 

II love your book and am telling my buds @ work about It. 
Best of luck on you new book!!!!!! 
- Bryan 

I'm glad you're not jumping the gun like your wife did (stupid girls). You'll 
see the similarities melt away as the book continues. I swear. 

First off... congratulations. You put out a wonderful first Issue of what I hope will I 
continue to be a great story. Zombies are my all time favorite baddies. Sadly, there Is I 
actually few decent stories out there about them. Thanks for filling In the hole a little I 
more. And for doing It with such class. You brought some humanity back Into the zombie I 
genre. Thanks again. I 

I must admit, I was a little wary with the hospital opening (seems to be done a | 
lot these days) but with the next scene. Rick finding that zombie woman beside the road, I 
well... WOW. It was powerful. I anxiously await the next issue. Good job Mr.Robert and! 
Mr.Tony. Good job Indeed. 

Legend Montgomery 

Glad you liked it. Besides 28 Days Later... what other zombie story started | 
with the main character in a hospital? Am I forgetting something? 

HI, 

My name is Kenn Baker, I'm a penc Her/Inker. I just finished reading issue one of I 
"The walking dead", I have three words for you. Un-Fucklng-Bellevable...l Fove the whole I 
Zombie Genre, but I agree with you that the appeal isnt the scare the shit out of you crap, r 
It's the Romero "Makes you think about how fucked up we are as a societal whole" aspect I 
that I really enjoy, and I think you guys nailed It. Since this is only the first issue, I implore! 
you, please don't disappoint us later. I 

Seriously guys, the art is great, the story moves well, and I'm Intrigued enough to I 
buy the next twenty issues just to see where It goes. Since I believe too much praise makes I 
people lazy, I have to point out two small mistakes, one on the artist's behalf, and one on I 
the writer's. Tony Moore, I luv your style by the way, on page one, panels 5 and 6, the gun I 
Is shot out of the officers left hand In panel 5, In panel six, he's holding his bleeding right I 
hand. A very small error, which you more than made up for with the rest of the book. Robert I 
Kirkman, on the "The Walking Dead" page, where you explained the Intent of the book, you I 
misspelled the word "On". "Tony really pulled out all the stops one this one". Small mistakes | 
though guys, doesn't take away from what you've started here. 

Kenn Baker 

Well... we never claimed to be perfect. Though Tony's screw up was MUCH I 
worse than MINE. I add and "e" and he messes up and entire panel! Man... that guy I 
needs to practice. 

Dear Robert & Toney, 

I just read Walking Dead #1 tonight- freaking awesome! I love this title- and thank you I 
for making It an ongoing monthly series..! I need my monthly zombie fix! I 

The story and set up was perfect for a zombie tale! The art was excellent- 1 really liked I 
how Tony included gray tones In the art. This really makes B&W comics look good. In fact it I 
adds a mood (especially to a title like this) that color cannot. Were you to ever offer this In color, 
I would still prefer B&W. 

I liked the lead character Rick Grimes- good ol' country cop and very likeable. Will we I 
find out what happened to his partner at the 

beginning of the story? 
My dislikes- NONE! 

You've done what I didn't think was ever possible- made an Image title (Walking Dead) I 
my favorite comic above all my Marvel, DC and Crossgen titles I collect. Really.. .didn't think I 
that'd ever happen. 

Keep up the excellent work gentlemen and I'll make sure to get m v friends, 
hooked on this title (BTW this Is a perfect comic for non -comic, 
readers to try as well). 



P.S. 

If you ever do have a letter column you're certainly welcome to print my e-mail if you 
wanted to. Not tliat I'm expecting it- just the fact that you'll read this email and know how much 
I appreciate this new comic series 
is good enough for me. 
Take care! 

We read ALL the mail. I may not respond to any of it in email form but I'm printing 
almost everythinci we got here and we do value the input. Will we see Dale again? As 
you can see in thrs very issue, YES! 

I just picked up your first issue, and it's everything I was hopping it would be. When I first 
heard of this, I couldn't wait for the release. The illustrations are very strong very much follow 
the idea of zombies. Also I feel that the story line and plot will make for an exciting series. It's 
good that the character is moving around to different places, instead of just staying with that 
man Morgan Jones in the house. That certainly would take away the freshness of the story. 

Also, with that write up at the end, I completely agree with you. There are no better 
zombie movies than Romero's. For me, personally my favorite movie would have to be Day of 
the Dead. It just seems to have a better visual aspect to it, and if he was able to create the script 
he originally had, I think everyone would rank that as the best Zombie film ever. I wish you luck, 
and I think that you're doing the zombie genre justice with this comic release. 

-George 

I actually think the version of Day that got made is better than the original script. 
I think the original script was a bit over the top. It was cool, and would have been GREAT 
had it been made... but I really like the way it came out. I don't think we're missing 
anything by the fact Romero had to cut back for budgetary reasons. 

Don't change a thing. 

The more I read TWD #1 the more I thing it's one of the best comic books Image has 
published to date, and potentially one the best series as well. 

Keep it about survival and change, which is what Zombie stories should be all about. 

Keep it about Rick. 

Keep it in black and white. 

Maintain continuity at all costs. 

AND PLEASE keep Tony Moore for at least the first 12 issues, if you can't keep him 
indefinitely. 

One question: Is this going to be Monthly or Bi-Monthly? 
Thanks for making this book and putting it out, can't wait 'til #2. 
Jeremy C. Flowers 

We plan to stick to your advice. As far as I know Tony's in for the long haul. I 
can't imagine doing this book without him. I hope you've caught on by now that this is a 
monthly book. 

Hello, 

I picked up your book when it came out and read it. I did enjoy the issue. The only thing 
that bothers me about it is that the beginning reminds me a lot of the movie "28 Days Later". 
Just with the character waking up the hospital not knowing what is going on and looking around 
for people. I don't know what the premise of how the zombies came about it in your book, but I 
hope that it steers away from the ideas in that movie. 

With that being said, I did really enjoy the book. I enjoyed the dialogue and the art a 
lot. The cover art really stands out; I like how Tony made Rick look very "Clint Eastwood". I am 
looking forward to reading the next issue. 

Sincerely, 

Derak Morrell 

Oh, and for the record... I'm not pissed that people are making this comparison... 
it's a valid comparison. I just wish Danny Boyle hadn't came up with the same idea I did 
a year before I did. I swear... this book will be NOTHING like 28 Days Later in the long run. 
Let's not dwell on this. 

Hey there 

Just a quick note to say congrats on an outstanding first issue that met my expectations 
and went beyond them... WAY beyond them. You managed to get a decent Intro to what looks 
to be a promising story and a character that I eagerly wait to find out more about and find out 
about a way messed up world as he does. 

Also while I originally groaned at lack of colour I think it was a very smart move. Colour 
would have detracted from the overall effect - for me anyway - and Romero's classic was in 
Black and White and was way more effective than it's technicolour sequels or remakes, so 
whether this was a conscious or financial decision, keep it that way as long as possible. 

So that's it. Kept it quick and as to the point as I could and looking fonward to the next 
issue (which can't get here fast enough.) 

Later 

Craig Wood 

I can't say that the financial aspect of doing books In black and white was never 
brought up but I promise it wasn't the deciding factor. This book will ALWAYS be black 
and white. 

Dear Mr. Kirkman, 

Very interesting book you have on your hands here. I flipped through your book in the 
comic store and decided to give it a try. The art is fantastic! I have never seen Terry Moore's 
art before but honestly it was his cover that drew me in. But what I am wondering is where is 
this story going? Is this an ongoing series? After reading your speech in the letter column I am 
hoping for an epic story like 

Preacher. Should I be expecting something like that? I don't like horror books, so I was 
pleased when you said that you don't consider this book a horror. Keep up the good work, 

Michael Conte 

Yes, an epic like Preacher is the goal... whether or not we pull it off remains to be 
seen. Oh and Terry Moore? What does this have to do with Strangers in Paradise? 

Hey guys, 

I just put down "The Walking Dead"... 

I had been looking forward to it for a while, actually since I picked up the first issue of 
"Brit". Black and white artwork is so much more interesting, (to me anyway), than full color. 
That is why I bought Brit in the first place. A few comic book stores out here where sold out of 
the #1 , 1 had this guy put it aside for me while I raced to his store to grab it Glad I did, it was 
everything I had hoped for. 

Fantastic work, keep it up. 

J-S 

Go Black and White comics! Woo! 

Hey, 

Just thought I'd drop a line & tell you how great I think this book of yours is. It's been 
awhile since I actually looked forward to a comic coming out. I've been waiting for this one 
since I read the preview. I love almost everything about this. Congrats to Tony on the great art 
& to you for the great story & characters. I'm glad you chose to go the way of the story rather 
than just run n gun blood & guts way like almost every zombie flick out there. Also I love how 
you left what happened & all a mystery. And gave Rick a point, to find his wife & son. I made 
my girlfriend (Stacy) read it & she really enjoyed it. Of course she has little to no patience so 
she wanted to know how everything got like that. I told her what I always tell her, "Good things 
come to those who wait." So a month must be torture for her. But I can wait. The only complaint 
I have is the black & white. It's cool & all, but when you see the cover & how good it can look in 
the dull colors, kinda makes ya wonder why not just do the whole book like it. Or you can go the 
"Sam & Twitch" way with the dark & gritty colors. Either way, no matter what I'm here to stay. 
So keep up the Great work. 

Sincerely, 



Jason Capps 

P.S. 

I got a cool title for the letter page "Obituary's" Let me know if I win anything, you can 
print this to if you want, I don't mind. 

Sorry, "Letter Hacks" won last month. What does Chris Piers win? The opportu- 
nity to get every letter he sends in printed in a comic! 

Hello Robert Kirkman. I'm a new fan. I doubt I'll read Capes or Invincible because they 
are super hero books. But, I just love The Walking Dead. I'm an aspiring comic writer. As 
a student of the medium, I easily recognize the excellence in your work. The pacing created 
with the strategic use of the nine-panel grid and shocking splash pages. You didn t rely on 
stereotypes for cheap entertainment. The way you introduce the audience to this world with 
minimal characters for maximum impact. And I can't forget Tony Moore. His artwork is perfect 
for black and white. It doesn't feel lacking by the absence of color. But back to you. You are 
a great talent to the medium. We are better for having you. And as long as you continue to 
pursue comics, I'm buying your' works. 

New fan for life 

Brent McKibben 

Man... super-heroes are cool. You should give them a shot... at least MY books. 

Dear lords of the Undead, 

I just read your first issue and I like what I see. Your presentation of the classic style 
"survival horror" story is well done. I get a real sense of desolation and emptiness as I read 
through the issue. Much like Night of the Living Dead, the setting (flesh eating zombies) is just 
the vehicle for the real motivation in the story. You can see what type of person officer Rick 
Grimes is by his interaction with Morgan Jones and his son Duane. The fact that he is a police 
officer helps motivate him to maintain a semblance of normalcy in a world that obviously is no 
longer normal. He is very optimistic and stating things that would make you believe that things 
will eventually return to normal. Whether or not he'll be able to maintain that outlook remains 
to be seen. Perhaps over time, the more he is exposed to what's happened in the world, he 
may become hopeless and grim. Overall though I like how it has started out and I'll be around 
for the remainder of the journey. Good luck and keep knockin' 'em dead. 

Don Churby 

Trust me... we'll see ^mendous growth in Rick Grimes over the life of this 

series. 

Hi I go to university in Newcastle in England and I buy a lot of comics. ..about 

15 a week.. .I've just read the walking dead its amazing.!!!!!!!!!!! I mean I waited for years 

for a zombie comic ever since night of the living dead and dawn of the dead... your art is great 
and gritty and story really good... I just hope it isn't delayed.... and comes out monthly. ..but 
this has been the best comic I have read from image in years!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! admittedly image 
have been very disappointing recently.. ..but this comic rocks, along with 30 days of night one 
of the scariest comics I've read... 

thanks 

zein mayassi 

Don't worry. We don't plan on being late any time soon. We plan on putting a 
solid 12 issues a year out as long as we can. Give Image another chance, man. There's 
tons of good books coming out of here these days. It's worth another look. I think Jim 
Valentino has really turned this place around. 

Before I try and make you feel bad, let me suck up so as to get you to read the rest of 
my pointless email, just one I'm sure among a bombardment of nerdy and pretentious zombie 
and comic book fans: 

First I'd like to say a personal thanks for doing something zombie related that does not 
suck. There are so few good zombie flicks out there... While I love gore, I hate bad storytell- 
ing. One reason I HATE Fulci movies (besides the bad acting, horrible directing, senseless 
plot) is that there's no real social commentary underlying the story, which makes for the true 
horror of a film. For me, that's what Zombie stories should be about, and you've captured 
that. 

That being said, there's weaknesses in every story, no matter how good. Rick so far 
is a messy character-his emotions keep changing with no apparent transitions. One minute 
he's crying the next he's quipping one-liners like "lets go SHOPPING". It's all 100% smarter 
than anything marvel or DC puts out these days, but these kinds of lines stick out like a sore 
thumb. ..There's also a bit of inconsistency of Rick's reactions: He's quick to get ammo and 
fire upon most incoming zombies, but you also paint him as a sensitive soul and giving a 
mercy killing to a helpless zombie. ..Why this zombie and not the others? Why he feels sorry 
for some zombies and trigger-happy with others is unclear. 

I only cringed at one line during the comic: "I feel guilty for laughing". ..it wasn't too 
bad but.. .ok I thought it was really bad. A lot of times I erase all the lines in my comics I've 
written manically-just replacing all the dialogue if one little thing doesn't fit. That's what I 
wanted to do to your comic after reading that line. I even got out a bunch of white out just 
to bloch it out from my field of vision, whereupon it was rupturing my retinas. 

Ok enough about that line sucking (goddamn it sucks, i mean, wow.). 

Some suggestions: Keep making it funny without it becoming camp, keep up the 
satire and human conflict, don't make it take itself too seriously, and most importantly: 
DONT LISTEN TO PEOPLE LIKE ME!!! 

Great work! 

-Doug 

I LIKED that line... what's so bad about it? Also... Rick's a messy character? 
Good. He's not supposed to be perfect, he shook up, he should be all over the map. 
This guys is experiencing a lot. Also, pulling the gun on the fence zombie was a 
reflex, he didn't shoot at it immediately. He's a small town cop... he's never really 
shot anything... but he does know how to pull his gun out at stuff. But enough 
defending myself... I SUCK. I live with it... so can you. 

And folks... that's it! This is the longest damn letters column I've EVER been 
involved with. I mean... damn.... this thing is HUGE!! Keep those letters coming folks. 
I'd like to be able to do this EVERY issue. Ads be damned!! 

See you next month! 

-Robert Kirkman 
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"The Walking Dead has all the 
creepy moments of a good zom- 
bie flick, with plenty of mystery 
and a very likable protagonist to 
boot. Highly Recommended, 9 
out of 10." 



-Randy Lander, 
TheFourthRail.com 



